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The Documentation Exhibition Space:

Sharing and Exploring Many Ways of Documenting Individual 

and Group Learning
The Documentation Exhibition Space contains a wide variety of examples of documentation contributed by Making Learning Visible Institute participants and faculty—educators engaged in the exploration of making individual and group learning visible in diverse contexts. This space offers opportunities to see the documentation efforts of other practitioners and to engage in informal discussions of these pieces and the practice of documentation in general. We hope this space will help to ground our conversations and raise new and generative questions throughout the MLV Institute, as well as to provide viewers with ideas for how to begin using documentation to support and extend learning in their own settings.

Making Learning Visible Institute

August 1 – 3, 2005


	
	
	



	
	
	

	
	
	


1. Mary Mindess


Professor, Lesley University, Cambridge, MA


Video Clips in Preservice and Inservice Teacher Education


2 video clips (each approx. 3 min. long) of groups of preschoolers engaged in social interactions, with a focus on social cognition





2. Melissa Kim Mosher


Art Teacher (pre-K thru adult), The Art Workshop, Honolulu, HI


Seeing Stories


Art students’ (ages 4.5 years – adult) portfolio focusing on seeing and showing ideas—includes a 5 minute video showing 4.5 year-old triplets exploring shapes with their ceramics, acrylic paintings and origami





3. Kim Van Brocklin


Kindergarten Teacher, Madison Country Day, Madison, WI


Hatching Baby Chicks


Mixed media documentation of a unit on hatching baby ducklings—from incubator to farm





4. Joanne Pressman


Director, Community Nursery School, 


Lexington, MA


Maps, Map Making, and Mapping: An Investigative Study


Mixed media documentation of a map making project with 4 and 5 year-olds, exploring questions such as, “Who uses maps?” and “What might we use a map for?”








5-7. Melissa Tonachel


	Kindergarten Teacher, Devotion School, Brookline, MA


	#5 Studying Ocean Life: Octopus


	Mixed media documentation panel showing the evolution of a small group study of ocean life


	#6 Building with Blocks, Over and Over and Over Again


	Series of mixed media documentation panels following constructions in the block area over the course of one school year


	#7 Telling My Own Real Life Story: A Group Process


	Mixed media display documenting the process of kindergartners learning to tell stories with the help of the group





8. Caryn Chapler


Graduate Student in the Teaching Students with Moderate Disabilities Dept., Wheelock College,


Boston, MA


Successful Moments


Photos and text used with a child to help him recognize and remember successful moments at school





9. Deb Dempsey


5th Grade Teacher, B.H. Wood School, Plainville, MA


What Makes for Powerful Learning Experiences?


Photos and text documenting a teacher’s inquiry around the question, “What are the essential elements of powerful learning experiences?” and its connection to her approach to teaching and curriculum design





10-12. Jennifer Hogue


9th Grade English Language Arts Teacher. Cambridge Rindge and Latin High School, Cambridge MA


#10 Making Meaning of a Symbolist Poem


Mixed media panels depicting five groups’ understanding of the poem, “The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock”


#11 Understanding Inspiration


“Inspiration webs”—visual conversations showing students exploring the concept of inspiration as a group


#12 Blogging About Inspiration


Student blogs—online student/teacher conversations that reflect students’ understanding of ideas they are exploring in class





13. Todd Curtis


Special Education Teacher, Heath School, 


Brookline, MA


Impromptu Documentation: No Gadgets Necessary


Documentation capturing a student in a rare moment of intense focus and the conversations the teacher had when sharing his documentation back with the student and a colleague 





14. John Tierney


8th Grade U.S. History and Civics Teacher,


Elko Junior High School, Elko, NV


PowerPoint Presentations Created by Groups


Documentation of a group PowerPoint project on various aspects of the American Revolution





16. Isabel Dominguez & Ria Maxwell


Art Specialist & 6th Grade Teacher, Morriss Center, East Hampton, NY


Journey Mural Project-6th Grade


PowerPoint presentation and panel with photographs documenting the process of creating a mural





15. Susanne Forestieri


Pre-K thru 5th Grade Art Teacher, Imprints Day School, Las Vegas, NV


Untitled


Documentation of an art project with a K-5 group 





17-19. Maria Adelaida Lopez


Atelierista, The Joy of Learning, Doral, FL


#17 Rocket Ship


Mixed media documentation of a group of 4- and 5-year olds encountering elements and principles of art alongside human history


#18 My Neighborhood Project


Documentation of a project in which children (2 years old) experienced new concepts that gave them the opportunity to make connections between their surroundings, the members of the community and their daily life at the school.


#19 A Sign for The Joy of Learning


PowerPoint presentation documenting the process of a group of 4- and 5-year old children creating a sign for their school





20. Maggie Donovan & Cheryl Sutter


1st Grade Teacher & 4th Grade Teacher, Ezra Baker School & John Simpkins Elementary School


Dennis/Yarmouth, MA


Negotiations


Documentation of fourth and first grade partners working together on drawings depicting scenes from the Civil Rights Movement—includes work samples, audio transcriptions and observations which capture children negotiating conflicts that arise because of differences in first and fourth graders’ thinking and perspectives








21. Ben Mardell


Kindergarten Teacher and Research Coordinator, Eliot Pearson Children’s School, Tufts University, Medford, MA


Learning is a Team Sport: Kindergartners Study the Boston Marathon


A video depicting how the four features of group learning (MLV, 2001) helped support a kindergarten class's investigation of the Boston Marathon. This story highlights places where the teachers supported and learned more about individual and group learning.





Documentation Exhibition Space Hours





Monday, August 1:		4:00 – 5:15 


(Opening and Reception)





Tuesday, August 2:		4:30 – 5:45 





Wednesday, August 3:	8:30 – 10:30 


(Structured whole group visit)
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Reflection Questions





1) What questions or ideas about children’s and/or adult’s learning does this work provoke?


2) What questions or ideas about engaging in documentation (from a creator’s perspective or from a viewer’s perspective) does this work provoke?








